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69-79.

But Sordello
would rear
the ideal
State in a
lifetime, or
do no work
for it at all.

"It was a happy stroke," he said, "to conceive so
suddenly the ideal State. Fate cannot deprive me of
that credit. I was a fool, however, to imagine that
she would let me work it out. Here, as in. the case
of all my visions, she spites me in denying me the
power to execute things beautifully conceived."

As he sat upon the terrace and threw away the
powdery aloe - stalks he had plucked, he beheld the
walls of his Shining City drop in pieces, and its varie-
gated pillars and majestic hills fade into a mist.
"Lovely ideal, the last and loveliest of my dreams,
depart."

42.  { obsidian.3   Lava as glass.

43.  'fulgurant.3   Thunderous-looking.

57. 'Mauritanian tree.3 The citrus-tree. Its wood was frag-
rant and costly. Mauritania was the modern Fez and Morocco.

60. * demiurge.3 Maker of the world (from 5^/zos and [epyw] ;
lit., c a worker for the people 3).

64. ' fresh-chalked.7   Chalk was used to cleanse garments.
* brack ' (break).   A flaw in cloth.

66. * Mareotic juice.7 Wine from Lake Mareotis, in the north
of Egypt.

'Csecuban.3 The Ager Caecubus was a marshy district
near the coast in the lower part of Latium. Its wine held the
first rank till the time of Nero, whose canals damaged its
vineyards.

75. ' cusps.3 (Lat. cmpis, t a pointed end,3 ' a lance,3) Op. 1.
297 and 1. 307.

79. 'last of my dreams.3 His first was the dream of acting
out Apollo in real life ; his second, of revealing him to men
through poetry.

LI.  80-303.

No sooner, however, lias Sorddlo lid Ms vision of the ideal
State depart than it dawns upon Mm that, while a man
may see the perfect whole, he should be content to take,
in actual work, one step toward its realisation. His
day brings Ms opportunity* Moreover, Tie cannot "be
absolutely original, but is rendered fit even for Ms one
step by work done in the past. From within the